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SUBJECT: INTERACADEMY AGREEMENT (21.00): EXCHANGEE HOFFMAN 
REQUEST FOR EXTENSION 

1 . DR. ROBERT HOFFMAN, AN INTERACADEMY AGREEMENT EXCHANGEE, 

HAS INFORMED SCIENCE OFFICE THAT HE DESIRES TO EXTEND HIS STAY 
AN ADDITIONAL FOUR MONTHS IN ORDER TO COMPLETE A PROMISING 
JOINT RESEARCH PROJECT. HOFFMAN, WHO IS ON LEAVE FROM 

THE GENETICS UNIT OF MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL, 

IS COLLABORATING WITH SOVIET SCIENTISTS FROM SEVERAL LABORATORIES 
IN AN EFFORT (1) TO PRODUCE ARTIFICIAL LIPID VESICLES CONTAINING 
DNA AND (2) TO INTRODUCE THESE VESICLES INTO GENETICALLY 
DEFICIENT CELLS. THIS RESEARCH HAS BROAD IMPLICATIONS FOR 
THE TREATMENT OF GENETIC DISEASES. 

2. HOFFMAN REPORTED THAT THE JOINT RESEARCH PROGRAM IS MAKING 
GOOD HEADWAY AND SHOWS CONSIDERABLE PROMISE OF SUCCESS. MORE 
TIME, HOWEVER, WILL BE NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THE PLANNED 
WORK. THE SOVIET-AMERICAN TEAM HAS ALREADY SUCCEEDED IN IN- 
CORPORATING HIGH MOLECULAR WEIGHT DNA INTO LIPID VESICLES AND 
IS COMPLETING A JOINT PAPER DESCRIBING THIS EXPERIMENT. HOFFMAN 
AND HIS SOVIET COLLEAGUES ARE NOW TRYING TO DESIGN LIPID 
VESICLES CONTAINING DNA THAT CAN BE INTRODUCED INTO SPECIFIC 
CELLS. THEY WILL ALSO PREPARE A JOINT PAPER DESCRIBING 

THIS PROCEDURE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 03862 240633Z 


3. ACCORDING TO HOFFMAN, THE THREE LABOARATORIES IN WHICH 
THE WORK IS BEING CONDUCTED (PROFESSOR L.D. BERGELSON'S 
LABORATORY OF LIPID BIOCHEMISTRY AT THE SHEMYAKIN INSTITUTE, 
PROFESSOR G.P. GEORGIYEV'S LABORATORY OF NUCLEIC ACID BOCHEMISTRY AT 
THE INSTITUTE OF MOLECULAR 

BIOLOGY, AND PROFESSOR I.M. GEL FAND S LABORATORY OF 
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Cl l .l. BIOLOGY AT MGU) PROPOSED THAT HE STAY AND ARE 
SUPPORTING THE EXTENSION WITH THE USSR ACADEMY OF SCIENCES. DR. 
KULAKOV OF THE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DEPARTMENT OF THE ACADEMY 
ADVISED INFORMALLY THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO PROBLEM IN OBTAINING 
THIS EXTENSION, THOUGH IT WILL HAVE TO BE ARRANGED BETWEEN 
THE US AND SOVIET ACADEMIES. 

4. COMMENT. HOFFMAN'S STAY HAS APPARENTLY BEEN MOST PRODUCTIVE 
AND IS A VIVID EXAMPLE OF WHAT CAN BE ACHIEVED BY PURPOSEFUL 
COOPERATION. HE BELIEVES THAT THE EXPERIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE 
ACQUIRED JOINTLY OVER THE PAST FEW MONTHS COUPLED WITH THE 
LABORATORY FACILITIES AVAILABLE OFFER A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO 
ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE IN THIS AREA OF GENETICS AND ALSO HIGHLIGHT US- 
USSR SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION. SCIENCE OFFICE CONSIDERS HOFFMAN'S 
PROJECT TO BE USEFUL. US NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES MAY WISH 

TO LEND ITS SUPPORT TO HOFFMAN'S REQUEST AND SEEK FORMAL 
APPROVAL FOR AN EXTENSION OF HIS STAY FROM THE USSR ACADEMY OF 
SCIENCES. END COMMENT. 

5. FOR EUR/SOV/EXCHANGES. PLEASE PASS THE FOREGOING TO LARRY 
MITCHELL AT NAS. PLEASE ADVISE NAS REACTION. 

TOON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION, MEDICAL RESEARCH 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MOSCOW03862 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 00-1 076 
Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9770331 /aaaabaqu. tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 139caab3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION CU 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27-Sep-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3024805 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INTERACADEMY AGREEMENT (21.00): EXCHANGEE HOFFMAN REQUEST FOR EXTENSION 
TAGS: TGEN. TBIO, UR, US, (HOFFMAN, ROBERT) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/139caab3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



